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i401 August 25, 1899 

July 28, there was issued a bill of health to the steamship Talbot 
bound, with water ballast, for Baltimore, Md. 

August 1, the steamship Spartan Prince bound for New York with 
passengers and cargo. There were inspected and passed 740 steerage 
and 21 cabin passengers. The steamship company was advised to 
reject the following cases : Trachoma, 10 ; hydrocephalus, 1 ; anaemia, 1 ; 
blindness, 1 ; lameness right leg, 1 ; poor physique, 2. There were also 
inspected 615 pieces of small, and 213 pieces of large, baggage. 

August 1, a bill of health was issued to the steamship Inchkeith, bound 
in ballast for Norfolk, Va. 

In view of the fact that my suspicions are being constantly verified, 
that the quarantines of some of the Mediterranean ports against the 
plague are rather lax, it was deemed advisable to subject the cabin 
passengers who leave this port for the United States to a more rigid 
inspection. The passengers are now required to give an accouDt of 
their whereabouts for the fifteen days prior to their embarkation. It 
has been the constant aim to conduct the inspection with as little fric- 
tion as is consistent with thoroughness. 

I have just been informed by Mr. Chas. M. Caughy, the consul at 
Messina, Italy, that the water supply at that port is considered bad, 
and further, that several ships a week leave there "bound for the United 
States with the water supply obtained at that port. He desires that 
your representative visit that port and report on the same. 

Bespectfully, yours, Victor G. Heiser, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

JAPAN. 

Dysentery, cholera, and plague. 

Yokohama, Japan, July 26, 1S99. 

Sir : I have the honor to forward herewith a report of epidemic dys- 
entery in Japan, for period July 11 to July 25, inclusive. ' Although 
the weather during this month has been exceptionally cool, a compari- 
son with my last report (July 1 to July 10) will show that the epidemic 
has considerably extended and increased. 

A few cases of supposed cholera have been noted in the native 
papers between the 11th and 25th, but are not included in the official 
returns of the home department as published. They are as follows : 
Tokyo, 9 cases, 3 deaths ; Ishikawa Ken, 1 case ; Kanagawa Ken, 5 
cases, 1 death ; Saga Ken, 1 case. I am inclined to consider these 
cases to be all or chiefly of cholera nostras, or instances of the ptomaine 
poisoning frequent among poor, fish-eating people, notwithstanding 
that some of the cases are reported to have been bacteriologically 
diagnosed. 

Of the plague in Formosa I have been utterly unable to obtain any 
recent statistics. It is, however, stated to be abating. In this connec- 
tion I may say that, of the several cases of this disease recently landed 
at the quarantine stations of Japan, and which have been duly reported 
to you, not one has transmitted the infection. 

Very respectfully, Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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[Inclosure.] 
Report of infectious disease in Japan from July 11 to July gS, 1899. 
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MEXICO. 



Weekly reports of inspection service in Mexico. 

Mexico, Mexico, August 8, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to make my weekly report as follows : At City 
of Mexico, for the week ended August 7, 59 passengers for the United 
States via the Mexican-Texas frontier were inspected, 56 were passed, 
and 3 were detained, and 5 pieces of baggage disinfected. For the 
same period, 3 passengers for Havana and New York via Vera Cruz 
were passed, after their baggage, amounting to 5 pieces was disinfected. 
At Monterey, for the week ended August 5, 42 passengers were 
inspected and passed without detention or disinfection. The health of 
Monterey is still reported good. In accordance with orders issued from 
this office, the inspector of the Marine-Hospital Service at Monterey 
labels, for the information of the quarantine officers at the border, all 
box cars coming from and remaining in noninfected territory. At San 



